SSC Meeting 5/2/17
In attendance: Tracey Kelp, Stephanie Pepitone, Reka Lal, Karen Loeser, Tontra Love, Donald Bertolo,
Amanda Bloch, Adrian Goldstein, Joe Hayes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Agenda Overview, Roles, and Community Agreements
Approve Minutes
Self-Reflection
SPSA Final Approval
Reflections Closing

1. Agenda reviewed
2. Stephanie Pepitone: move to approve minutes from April meeting
Tontra Love: seconded
Minutes approved
3. Goal setting and Final Approval. Goals last year were to:
Standard 3: Meaningful family and student engagement
Standard 2: Making leadership decisions to support student engagement.
Donald Bertolo: We really didn’t do this. Maybe we can make some time at each meeting to do this. It’s
been hard for me to figure out how to incorporate SSC into this process; I’m new to this structure and
haven’t been able to figure it out. Rather, I’d like to figure out how to focus on what we’re supposed to
focus on. We need to look at Social and Emotional Learning (SEL) data.
Now, with Nina [Garrovillo, school psychologist] here, the process is that when parents bring a kid to an
SST meeting, we consult with the Coordination of Service Team [COST] to determine how that kid can be
best served. I’m asking if we can do that Standard again. It’s one of our lowest standards.
For instance, “[P]rincipal will present student data quarterly.” I would like to do this *monthly*. In our
Positive Behavior Intervention Strategy [PBIS], we’ll focus on classroom structures. I don’t think we need
to look at Fountas and Pinnell data – we already do this with the Instructional Leadership Team [ILT] and
I see no benefit to doing it here. In the SSC, we focus on Title I dollars.
Adrian Goldstein: I’d like to know which measures you think are important. Are office referrals
important to look at, for instance?
Donald Bertolo: Chronic attendance is really important. Absenteeism affects behavior, learning, etc.
Also, survey data – Nina and I were discussing using data from surveys to incorporate into these routine
evaluations.
Tontra Love: I’d like to be able to track the frequency with which kids are referred to the office, and for
what. For instance, what things is Nina seeing these kids for?
Reka Lal: What are considered office referrals and who’s tracking this now?
Donald Bertolo: Some teachers are good at writing up Universal Referral Forms (URFs) and tracking what
the referral was for. Not every teacher is using them, but this data is really important for PBIS. There
should be URFs used in the afterschool program as well.
Amanda Bloch: Are URFs logged into Aeries (student information system)?
DB: Yes.
Reka Lal: I’m a little concerned about URFs being entered into Aeries “your permanent record.”
DB: No, URFs go nowhere. We wouldn’t be dinged for URFs. URFs would ideally be filled out for
playground behavioral problems as well, but not for minor things like sending a kid to a buddy

classroom, or taking a kid aside – those would be pre-intervention measures that wouldn’t show up on a
URF.
SRSS Assessment: this is a way to flag kids who are struggling behaviorally, and use this for our first COST
referrals. This is a District-level assessment.
DB: So anyway, I’d like to establish this as a goal for us.
The other thing I’d like is for us to continue our partnership with the ILT that we’ve established. I like the
data that we generated, and came together on, around our fourth element of our SPSA, which was
parent engagement. Then this info got taken to a staff meeting and discussed there.
Adrian Goldstein: So one good thing would be is to bring the results of that discussion back to the SSC.
DB: Right.
Donald Bertolo: I think we really need to be concerned with engaging parents. So let’s focus on Priority 4
in the SPSA (Parent engagement), and review SEL data *monthly* rather than *quarterly*. I want to
focus on incorporating the efforts of the ILT and SSC.
Amanda Bloch: What’s the goal?
DB: To engage parents in this process. We’ll have affinity forms, etc.
Amanda Bloch: What about the teachers? When do we get the teachers involved?
Tontra Love: It’ll be important for these discussions to take place separately -- among staff and among
parents – then come together and figure out where the overlap is.
Tracey Kelp: I’m concerned about, if we meet once a month to review student data, *plus* meeting with
the ILT to address these issues, we may be setting goals for ourselves that are unattainable. I mean, w/o
increasing the number of meetings…
Donald Bertolo: We can tie the ILT goals into the SSC. The ILT meets more often than SSC, and
afterwards, so it can address the SSC concerns in its meetings. The agenda isn’t completely districtdriven; we have a chance to organize it in a way that makes sense for us.
Adrian Goldstein: A little confused. Sounds like we’re trying to hear from people we’re not hearing from.
We’re already here, and you’re hearing from us. Wouldn’t it be better to hear from the inclusion group,
for instance, about how to hear from others we’re trying to reach?
DB: Right. I want to consult with the inclusion committee in order to do that. I don’t feel confident in my
own ability to do that outreach or conduct those discussions. Maybe we’ll find out it isn’t SEL, maybe it’s
race and equity that we need to address.
Tontra Love: I’m envisioning the SSC getting the data on inclusion in order to inform our discussions of
goals, SEL data, etc. Rather than all these discussions taking place simultaneously on different levels,
coordinate one into the other.
Donald Bertolo: We’ll be doing a coordinated agenda.
Adrian Goldstein: So how about at the beginning of the year, laying out the dates of all the meetings and
the issues to be addressed at each one?
DB: Yes. The SSC President will be doing that…
4. SPSA review <see handout>
Donald Bertolo: Does anyone see anything that needs amended here?
Tracey Kelp: What about the Parent University idea?
DB: Not happening yet. We need more support, and the parent engagement community has written a
lot of grants. To utilize that, we need to incorporate what they want into the Parent University, and then
other staff come in and run a lot of that program for us. It’s easier for us that way, so we’ll wait until
that’s sorted out.
Tracey Kelp: Motion to adopt the SPSA as amended

Kristin Nelson: seconded
Passed: SPSA adopted
5. Appreciations:
• Amanda for able chairing and lemonade spritzers
• Joe for notes
• Adrian for commitment, engagement, insightful questions and comments
Meeting adjourned at 5:59pm.
This is the last SSC meeting of the school year.

