Annual Title I Meeting
In attendance:
Tracey Kelp, Amanda Bloch, Reka Lal, Donald Bertolo, Kristin Nelson, Karen Loeser, Joe Hayes, Hilary
Bunlert, Mora Tulian, Lina Andersen
<See Title I agenda>
Donald Bertolo: As a school that receives Title I dollars, we have to document our use of them and show
parents how they’re being used.
<See Title I School Parental Involvement Policy 2017-2018>
Donald Bertolo: Last year, we tried to distribute this text to everyone at school; it seems to have been
confusing and overwhelming, so we’ll just distribute it here and include it in the posted minutes.
We are not a Title I school. But we do receive Title I dollars. Our population of Free and Reduced-Price
Lunch (FRPL)-eligible and other qualifying students is 43% (preliminary, pending receipt of the forms),
shy of the threshold. 42 identified English Language Learners (ELLs) = ~10% of the student body. But we
don’t know how many of those are also, for instance, FRPL-eligible. In previous years, we didn’t have
that record-level data to tell us that. This year we will have it.
Kristin Nelson: Does Title I School status change the way we use those dollars?
DB: Yes.
Tracey Kelp: So why are we having a separate Title I meeting?
DB: The SSC is required to do so by law, regardless of Title I status.
Lina Andersen: Is there any requirement to have parents of Title I students on the SSC?
DB: I don’t think so, but please let me know if you are aware of restrictions like that.
Amanda Bloch: Once you get the list of kids who qualify for each of the Title I designations, it would be
useful to know this.
Donald Bertolo: Yyyyyyyeah, but there are confidentiality issues around the use and dissemination of
that info.
AB: Sure, but we’d like to diversify the population of parents involved in making these decisions about
Title I students.
Lina Andersen: Survey parents – can there be someone between the survey enumerator and the
principal, to ensure confidentiality, but still provide that disaggregated information?
Tracey Kelp: Why are Title I eligible parents held to a different standard of parental involvement?
Donald Bertolo: This is federal money and it comes with its own set of regulations. It’s up to us, the site
(Sequoia), as to how to implement this, and nobody’s going to lose federal funding for not having, for
instance, responded to a parent survey. We don’t have a parent engagement problem. There are other
sites that have run into compliance issues b/c of very low parental engagement, but that’s not us. We
have good involvement, and we added a fourth goal – parental involvement – to our Single Plan for
Student Achievement (SPSA). We’ll go over this at the next meeting.
Hilary Bunlert: With those privacy issues, it’s hard to understand whether we’re engaging the parents
we need to engage. That’s the piece that seems to be missing.
DB: There’s that, but there’s also the other piece we’ve been addressing in the past 2 years: closing the
achievement gap. Looking at the gap, historically, we’re probably hitting the majority of our Title I kids.
The major part of my focus is closing the achievement gap for Af.-Am. boys, for ELLs, etc. We might not
be addressing every student in these groups, but we seem to be doing quite well with those groups as a
whole.

We made 22% growth in Fountas &Pinnell outcomes in K-5th grade, because we’re focusing on those
gaps. I credit the teachers, b/c our differentiated groups are getting even more targeting for
interventions, and they’re really implementing this effectively.
Donald Bertolo: We need to decide whether to approve the Title I school parental involvement policy
and the sequoia school-parent compact.
Amanda Bloch: So we need to make motions to approve these documents.
Karen Loeser: I move to approve the sequoia school-parent compact.
Kristin Nelson: Seconded.
AB: All in favor?
Compact approved unanimously.
Amanda Bloch: move to approve the parental-involvement policy.
Kristin Nelson: Seconded.
AB: All in favor?
Parental involvement policy approved unanimously.
Kristin Nelson: Can I suggest that we look at the goals we set for last year and how those were
addressed/achieved?
Donald Bertolo: Yes, that’ll happen as part of our review of the SPSA.
Meeting adjourned at 5:55pm

